Ordinance 07 - 03
AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE CUTTING OF NATURALLY GROWN TREES IN CATCHMENT AREAS AND ECOLOGICALLY CRITICAL RIVER BANKS OF ALL WATERSHEDS N MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL.
Section 1
The Ordinance shall be known as “An Ordinance Prohibiting the Cutting of Naturally-Grown Trees Catchment Areas and Ecologically Critical River Banks of all Watersheds in Misamis Occidental”
Section 2
 DEFINITION OF TERMS
· “Ecologically Critical Riverbanks” refers to land areas along rivers or streams with a slope of 45 degrees or over where soil easily erodes in absence of sufficient forest cover.
· Naturally Grown Trees” refers to trees which grow out of the seeds falling from a mother tree or dispersed by birds, wild animals, wind or other agents without the significant intervention of man. 
· “Private Land Timber Cutting Permit”  (PLTCP) is a permit issued by the DENR Secretary or his authorized officers to an individual or group of individuals to cut naturally growing trees inside the titled A&D lands after determining that the cutting of same would not be detrimental to the environment.
· Lumber” refers to wooden part of the bole or branch of a tree or cut into various sizes or dimensions for industrial for construction or industrial purposes.
· “Timber” refers to the bole of the trees measured from the ground surface up to any point which could be utilized for construction or industrial purposes.
· Transport Permit” is an authority granted to a person or group of persons to transport specified volume of timber cut or gathered through a Private Land Timber Cutting Permit.

Section 3 
REGULATED ACTS
No person or individual is allowed to cut naturally-grown trees in catchment areas and ecologically critical river banks of all watersheds in Misamis Occidental. Provided, that existing cultivations shall be allowed to continue and the tiller shall plant the area with permanent crops. Provided, further that naturally-grown trees inside A&D or titled lands maybe cut upon issuance of the private Land Timber Cutting Permit by the DENR which determines that cutting the same would not adversely affect the watershed.

Section 4
PENAL PROVISION
All logs or lumber seized or confiscated through this Ordinance shall be reported to the nearest DENR Office for proper disposition.
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